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Student Eligibility
The federal government is the primary source of financial aid for college students. Students
must meet several requirements in order to be eligible to receive federal aid. The following
requirements are common to most federal (and many other) financial aid programs:
Students must have financial need and demonstrate it through their financial aid
application materials. (Note: However, there are some scholarship programs available to
students who do not need to demonstrate financial need.) It is strongly recommended
that students apply for aid by the deadline dates if they think they may need financial
assistance.
In order to receive financial aid, students must be admitted to the college and working
toward a degree or certificate. (However, students may apply for aid before being
enrolled.)
The students must have a high school diploma, a GED, or a completion of high school
education in a home school setting approved under the state law.
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eligibility recalculated based on the percentage of the term completed and will be required to
repay any unearned financial aid they have received as well as any institutional debt incurred.
In addition, a recalculation of Pell funds will be determined for all students at an established
freeze date each term. Students who dropped units may owe an overpayment if they were paid
more than their eligible amount.

At Hartnell, a student’s withdrawal date is:

The date the student officially notified the Admissions and Records Office of his or her
intent to withdraw;

The midpoint of the term for a student who leaves without notifying the College;
The student’s last date of attendance at a documented academically
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Maximum Units/Time Frame Allowed

Students must also complete their educational objective (graduation, transfer, and certificate in a
timely manner) by the time they have attempted 90 units. This includes ALL units attempted at
Hartnell College. A student can only receive financial assistance for a maximum of 150% of the
published length of the program. All units attempted, regardless if required for the major or are for
personal enrichment, will count toward the 150% allowable total. A change in education objective
will not start a new maximum time frame. All units taken for prior programs will be included in the
150% allowable total.

NOTE: Courses in which a student receives a “W” are also included in the 150% allowable
total.

The standard for completion of many degree programs at Hartnell College is 60 units. Thus, 90 units
is the maximum for which a student can receive financial assistance (60 units X 150% = 90 units).
Certificate of Achievement programs may have a shorter time frame. Please review the academic
program requirements provided for each degree and certificate program in the Hartnell College
catalog.

The maximum unit time frame includes units attempted at Hartnell College during all periods of
enrollment in which the student did or did not receive financial aid. The maximum unit time
frame also includes evaluated units from prior colleges which meet program requirements of
the student's current academic objective as determined from official transcripts. This is
required if the student has requested inclusion of prior academic credit for any purpose within
the college.

If the student’s total units equal or exceed the maximum unit time frame of 150% (equivalent
to 90 attempted units for an AA/AS or transfer), his/her eligibility for financial aid will be
terminated. If there are extenuating circumstances, the student may appeal for an exception to
this policy by submitting a Financial Aid Appeal petition. For further
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status if they have reached the Maximum Units/Time Frame limit or the Financial Aid Office
determines they cannot complete their academic program within the allowed time frame.
Financial Aid assistance will cease during the disqualification period.

SAP Appeal

Students who have been placed on disqualification status and who have extenuating
circumstances may request an Appeal of their Financial Aid status. Such extenuating
circumstances shall be those acute medical, family, or other personal problems which rendered
normal academic functioning unlikely or impossible. Such circumstances must be verified in
writing.

A Financial Aid Appeal Committee will review and make a decision on each student’s appeal
request. Only one FA Appeal may be submitted each academic year. However, if the student
has continuous enrollment, the Financial Aid Appeal Committee at the beginning of each
semester will automatically review your academic record for progression.

Approved Appeal Status

Students with an approved appeal will only receive financial assistance for courses that are
listed on their Student Educational Plan. If there are any changes to the Educational Plan, it is
the student’s responsibility to submit an updated copy to the Financial Aid Office immediately.
If an appeal is submitted after the established semester deadline and approved, funding will
only be disbursed for the semester in which they were approved. No retroactive disbursements
will be made.

Eligibility for federal, state and institutional eligibility will be determined after the appeal has
been approved. Eligibility for the Board of Governors’ Fee Waiver (BOGW) is not affected by
SAP status.

Students will be placed on probations status in which grades and progress toward degree will
be reviewed each semester. Once the appeal is approved the student MUST meet all standards
each semester (2.0 semester GPA and completion of all semester coursework) for continued
eligibility. The student must also follow the conditions of their Education Plan. Any change to
the student’s Educational Plan will require an updated Educational Plan along with a Student
Statement to be submitted to the Financial Aid Department. Only one change in program will
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Pending Appeal Status

There are various reasons an appeal may be placed into pending status. Further documentation
or a meeting with a Financial Aid Specialist may be required. Once the requirement(s) have
been met, students will be notified with a written decision. If students do not return the
missing documents within ten working days the Appeal Pending status will become an Appeal
Denied status.

Denied Appeal Status

This student is not eligible for federal, most state and institutional financial assistance. Any
student whose appeal is denied may regain eligibility the next academic year by bringing their
academic record up to the qualitative and quantitative standards. Students that have received
final notification of the maximum units/time frame; are no longer eligible to appeal again.

Misrepresentation

Misrepresentation is defined as any false, erroneous, or misleading statement that the District,
a representative of the District, or a service provider with which the District has contracted to
provide educational programs, marketing, advertising, recruiting, or admissions services, makes
directly or indirectly to a student, prospective student, a member of the public, an accrediting
agency, a state agency, or the United States Department of Education.

A misleading statement includes any statement that has the likelihood or tendency to deceive
or confuse. If a person to whom the misrepresentation was made could reasonably be
expected to rely, or has reasonably relied, on the misrepresentation, the misrepresentation
would be substantial.

This procedure does not apply to statements by students through social media outlets or by
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The notification will advise students about the available student support services to assist them
in maintaining and reestablishing BOG Fee Waiver eligibility. Students can find eligibility
information on the Financial Aid webpages on the College’s website or in the current Hartnell
College catalog.

Regaining BOG Fee Waiver Eligibility
Students who lose eligibility for the BOG Fee Waiver can have it reinstated if they meet the
criteria below:

If successfully granted a BOG Fee Waiver appeal

Improve your GPA or course completion measures to meet academic and progress
standards.

Not attend Hartnell College for two consecutive primary semesters (fall/spring)

BOG Fee Waiver Appeal Process

Hartnell College has established written procedures by which a student may appeal the loss of a
BOG Fee Waiver due to the following reasons:

Extenuating circumstances me loss of a

Page 9 of 9



