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Definition of Credit

o 1 creditis a minimum of 48 student learning
hours

e \We use a range 48-54 hours

 Student learning hours consist of combination
of
— Contact hours
— Qutside-of-class hours



Lecture Category

e For 1 unit of credit
—16-



Lab Category



Activity Category
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e For 1 unit of credit
— 32-26 contact hours
— 2:1 ratio of contact hours to outside of class hours
— 16-18 outside-of-class hours required
— Total of 48-54 student learning hours



Principle Behind Standard Formula

Units of credit are awarded on the basis of
total student time spent on learning. The ratio
of contact to out-of-class hours can vary and
still yield the same units of credit.




Fractional Unit Awards

 Title 5 requires that units of credit are
awarded in .5 increments and allows for
smaller increments.

* In using standard formula, each unit
iIncrement represents a minimum threshold.
The next increment of credit is only awarded
once the student passes the minimum
number of hours for that increment.



Fractional Unit Awards

e For example: a course may require 36 hours of
classroom lecture, 72 hours of laboratory or
studio instruction, and 72 hours of outside-of-
class work for 180 total student learning
hours. If the college uses a 54-hour divisor,
this course would yield 3 units of credit as it
has not crossed the 3.5 unit threshold of 189
hours.



For Example MUS 17A

16-18 Lecture Contact Hours

32-36 Lab Contact Hours

32-36 Outside of Class Hours

80-90 Total Student Learning Hours



MUS 17A

Divide min of total hours by 48, divide max of
total hour by 54

This gives units
80/48=1.67
90/54=1.67

This Is too many hours to only give one unit of
credit.



What to do?

Reduce hours to give a result closer to 1
Or

Increase units of credit
— (using 0.5 or 0.25 increments)

1.67 1s closest to 1.5
Why not 1.757?



Another Example

72 hours lecture
54 hours of lab
hours of homework/outside-of-class work

144

How many total hours?
270

How many units?

5



Other Credit Hour Standards

« Cooperative Work Experience

— Students earn credit for particular types of work
experience, not under instructor supervision.

— Regulations in title 5 being revised and clarified.
* Clock Hour Programs
e Open Entry/Open Exit
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