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Purp ose  o f Ge ne ra l Ed uc a t ion  

Tit le  5 , se c t io n  550 6 1 d e sc r ib e s  t he  c o m p le t io n  
o f GE, o ne  co m p o ne nt  o f t he  d e g re e , a s  a  
le a rn ing  e xp e r ie nce  t ha t  d e m o nst ra t e s :  
 
…the abilit y to think and to communicate 
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Ha rtne ll Co lle g e  Ph ilo sop hy  

HARTNELL CO MMUNITY CO LLEGE DISTRICT BP 4 0 25 
Philo sop hy a nd  Crit e r ia  fo r  Assoc ia t e  De g re e  a nd  
Ge ne ra l  
 
Cent ral to an associate degree, general educat ion is 
designed to int roduce students to the var iety of means 
through w hich people comprehend the modern w or ld. It  
reflects the convict ion of colleges that  those w ho receive 
their  degrees must  possess in common certain basic 
pr incip les, concepts and methodologies both unique to 
and shared by the var ious d iscip lines. College educated 
persons must  be able to use this know ledge w hen 
evaluat ing and appreciat ing the physical environment , 
the culture, and the society in w hich they live. Most  
important ly, general educat ion should lead to bet ter  self-
understanding. 
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https://www.smc.edu/ACG/AcademicSenate/CurriculumCommittee/Documents/Minimum Requirements for the Associate Degree.pdf
https://www.smc.edu/ACG/AcademicSenate/CurriculumCommittee/Documents/Minimum Requirements for the Associate Degree.pdf
http://www.calstate.edu/app/geac/documents/ge-reviewers-guiding-notes.pdf
http://www.calstate.edu/app/geac/documents/ge-reviewers-guiding-notes.pdf
http://www.hartnell.edu/sites/default/files/u90/ap4025_philosophy_and_criteria_for_associate_degree_gen_ed-rev.pdf
http://www.hartnell.edu/sites/default/files/u90/ap4025_philosophy_and_criteria_for_associate_degree_and_general_education.pdf
http://www.hartnell.edu/sites/default/files/u90/ap4025_philosophy_and_criteria_for_associate_degree_and_general_education.pdf
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Ge ne ra l Ed uc a t ion  Pa t t e rns  

• Ha rtne ll Co lle g e  Ge ne ra l Ed uca t ion  
 

• Ca lifo rn ia  S t a t e  Unive rs it y Ge ne ra l 
Ed uca t ion  (CSU GE) 
 

• In t e rse g m e nta l Ge ne ra l Ed uca t ion  
(IGETC) 
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Ha rtne ll Co lle g e  Ge ne ra l Ed uc a t ion  

• Loc a l AA/ AS d e g re e s  (except  Liberal 
Ar ts w ith emphasis) 

• Ca nno t  b e  “d oub le  c ounte d ” un le ss  
sp e c ifie d  in  d e g re e  

• Tota l o f 21 un it s  
• W rit t e n  Co m p o sit ion-3  un it s  
• Co m m unic a t io n  & Ana lyt ic a l Thinking -    

6  un it s  ( inc l. Ma th) 
• Na tura l Sc ie nc e -3  un it s  
• So c ia l/ Be ha vio ra l Sc ie nc e -3  un it s  
• Hum a nit ie s-3  un it s  
• Ethnic  Gro up s  in  t he  US-3  un it s  
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Ca lifo rn ia  S t a t e  Unive rs it y Ge ne ra l Ed  

• Use d  fo r  m ost  Assoc ia t e  De g re e s  fo r  
Tra nsfe r  (ADTs)  

• Loca l Lib e ra l Ar t s  De g re e s  
• Co urse s  m a y b e  “d o ub le  counte d ” 

w ith  m a jo r  re q u ire m e nt s  
• Tota l o f 39 -4 0  un it s
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IGETC 

AREA 1 - ENGLISH CO MMUNICATIO N 
1A: Eng lish  Com p osit ion  (one  course  - 3  se m e st e r  un it s)  
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IGETC  

AREA 4  - SO CIAL a nd  BEHAVIO RAL SCIENCES (3  course s  from  
a t  le a s t  tw o  a ca d e m ic  d isc ip line s . 9  se m e st e r  un it s)  
 
AREA 5 - PHYSICAL a nd  BIO LO GICAL SCIENCES (2 course s , w ith  
one  from  the  Physica l Sc ie nce  
a nd  one  from  the  Bio log ica l Sc ie nce , a t  le a s t  one  o f t he  tw o  
course s  m ust  inc lud e  a  la b o ra to ry. 7-9  se m e st e r  un it s  )  
5A: PHYSICAL SCIENCE 
5B: BIO LO GICAL SCIENCE 
5C: La b  
 
AREA 6  - LANGUAGE O THER THAN ENGLISH (UC Re q uire m e nt  
O nly)  (Pro fic ie ncy e q uiva le n t  t o  tw o  ye a rs  o f h ig h  schoo l s t ud y 
in  t he  sa m e  la ng ua g e .)  
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How  a re  c ourse s  a p p rove d  fo r  GE? 

CSU GE 
• Art icu la t ion  O ffic e r  sub m it s  course s  

fo r  GE a p p rova l in  De ce m b e r .  
• De c is ions  w ill b e  e ffe c t ive  ne xt  

a ca d e m ic  ye a r  *NEW * 
• Usua lly no t ifie d  in  la t e  sp r ing / e a r ly 

sum m e r  
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How  a re  c ourse s  a p p rove d  fo r  GE? 

IGETC 
• Art ic u la t ion  O ffic e r  w ill sub m it  c ourse  

fo r  UC Tra nsfe r  Ag re e m e nt  in  Sum m e r  
(J une ) . 

• O nc e  a p p rove d  a s  “t ra nsfe ra b le ”, 
c ourse  c a n  b e  sub m it t e d  fo r  GE re vie w  
in  De c e m b e r .  

• Not ifie d  in  la t e  sp r ing / e a r ly sum m e r  
• De c is ions  w ill b e  e ffe c t ive  ne xt  

a c a d e m ic  ye a r  *NEW * 
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How  a re  c ourse s  a p p rove d  fo r  GE? 

Loca l Ge ne ra l Ed uca t ion  Pa t t e rn   
• Fa culty c a n  re q ue st  GE 

co nsid e ra t ion  in  Curr icuNET 
• Histo r ic a lly, A.O . ha s  re vie w e d  

course s  a nd  up d a t e d  p a t t e rns  
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How  a re  c ourse s  a p p rove d  fo r  GE? 

How  ca n  w e  im p rove  t h is  p roce ss? 
• Ge ne ra l Ed uca t ion  Sub co m m it t e e  
• CC m e e t ing s  d e d ica t e d  t o  

a p p rova l/ re vie w  o f GE course s  
• Im p a c t  o f Guid e d  Pa thw a ys on  GE 
• O the r  id e a s? 
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