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MEMBER RECIPROCAL SELF-CERTIFICATION FORM 

Instructions 
 
Reciprocity is an agreement among public retirement systems to allow members to separate from one 
public employer and enter into employment with another public employer within a specific time limit 
without losing some valuable retirement and related benefit rights.   
 
The Public Employees’ Pension Reform Act of 2013 (PEPRA), effective January 1, 2013, requires a 
CalPERS covered employer to determine the applicable PEPRA retirement benefit formula for new 
employees.  CalPERS refers to all members that do not fit within the PEPRA definition of a “new 
member1” as “classic members” who are subject to the Public Employees’ Retirement Law (PERL).  
PEPRA allows a member after January 1, 2013, to retain his/her classic member retirement benefit 
status if the member continues his/her membership in all previous California Public Retirement 
System(s) by leaving his/her service credit and contributions (if any) on deposit, and the member 
enters into employment that results in CalPERS membership within six months of separating from the 
most recent California Public Retirement System.  Classic member status also requires the 
membership date to be on or before December 31, 2012, in a California Public Retirement System in 
which reciprocity is established. 
 
 
EMPLOYER INSTRUCTIONS 
 
1. Employers must provide the Member Reciprocal Self-Certification Form to all new employees 

upon eligibility for membership. 
 
2. Employers must sign and date the Member Reciprocal Self-Certification Form on the date the form 

is given to the employee.   
 
3. Upon receipt of the completed Member Reciprocal Self-Certification Form, the employer will enter 

the date the employee returns the form.   
 
4. The employer will enroll the new employee into CalPERS membership through my|CalPERS 

based on the information provided on the Member Reciprocal Self-Certification Form.  
my|CalPERS will determine the proper retirement benefit formula.  If an employer believes the 
retirement benefit formula is incorrect, employers may contact CalPERS at 1-888-225-7377.   

 
5. It is the responsibility of the employer to retain the completed Member Reciprocal Self-Certification 

Form in the employee’s employment records for auditing purposes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                      
1 A new member is defined in PEPRA as any of the following: 

• A new hire who is brought into CalPERS membership for the first time on or after January 1, 2013, who has 
no prior membership in any California Public Retirement System. 

• A new hire who is brought into CalPERS membership for the first time on or after January 1, 2013, who has 
a break in service of greater than six months with another California Public Retirement System that is 
subject to Reciprocity. 

• A member who first established CalPERS membership prior to January 1, 2013, who is rehired by a 
different CalPERS employer after a break in service of greater than six months.   
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EMPLOYEE INSTRUCTIONS  
 
1. The Member Reciprocal Self-Certification Form will assist your employer in determining whether 

you are considered a new member or a classic member under PEPRA. 
 
2. As the new employee, you must complete, sign and date the Member Reciprocal Self-Certification 

Form to self-certify your most recent service in a reciprocal California Public Retirement System, 
your first membership date in any previous California Public Retirement System and your 
permanent separation date from the most recent California Public Retirement System; or indicate 
that you are not a member of any California Public Retirement System that is subject to 
Reciprocity.   

 
3. As the new employee, you must return the Member Reciprocal Self-Certification Form to your 

Personnel Office within 10 business days of employment.  
 
4. The completion of the Member Reciprocal Self-Certification Form does 
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