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Dr. Patricia Hsieh will be Hartnell’s  

next superintendent-president 
The Hartnell Community College District Board of Trustees on 
July 30 approved an agreement with Dr. Patricia Hsieh, a 
longtime president of San Diego Miramar College, to become 
our college’s next superintendent/president following my 
retirement at the end of September. 
 
The Governing Board voted 6-1 for a three-year contract with 
Dr. Hsieh, one of three finalists who visited Hartnell in June for 

public forums and board interviews. Student Trustee Samantha 
Saldana also voted yes. The opposing vote was cast by District 5 

Trustee Ray Montemayor. 
 

Dr. Hsieh (pronounced SHEE-ah) is in her 14th year as president of Miramar, which is 
one of three colleges in the San Diego Community College District and has an 
enrollment of approximately 16,000 students. She has broad experience and 
background in teaching, student services and community college administration. 
 
Hartnell Board President Aurelio Salazar Jr. said that the vote represented “a clear 
statement of confidence in Dr. Hsieh’s qualifications and ability to serve and lead.” 
 
“It will be incumbent on all of us in the Hartnell campus community to work together, 
with her leadership, to uphold our mission, vision and values,” Salazar said, “including 
what has become our college’s mantra – ‘Students First.’” 
 
Dr. Hsieh said she will join with Hartnell employees and the college’s many community 
partners to maintain its growth and progress through ongoing assessment and 
continuous improvement. 
 
“I look forward to working with Hartnell’s board and its passionate faculty, staff and 
administrators to build upon the college’s impressive achievements and to enhance its 
ability to serve the deserving students and communities,” she said. 
 
Dr. Hsieh studied at Harvard University’s Management and Leadership in Education 
(MLE) Program and Institute for Educational Management (IEM) and received her 
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that are joining with private philanthropists to fund the Promise. Private donors, the 
program’s director and newly enrolled students will also take part. 
 

18-19 brings still more credentials, 
and a big increase in UC transfers 
Continuing a series of annual gains, Hartnell College students earned 13 percent more 
degrees and certificates this year than last, for a total of 2,449 credentials.  
Our college has nearly tripled its degrees and 
certificates over the past seven years, while 
enrollment has held relatively steady, up 3.7 
percent during that time. We have increased our 
total credentials by an annual average of 17 
percent since 2011-12, when students earned 
478 degrees and 257 certificates. 
 
These outcomes reflect another year of amazing 
work in academic support and student services 
provided by faculty and staff. We pride ourselves 
on getting students across the finish line, and I 
don’t think there’s another college in the state 
that’s doing a better job of that. 
The number of Hartnell graduates transferring to 
the University of California (UC) and California 
State University (CSU) systems continues to 
increase, as well. The UC reported that 37 
Hartnell students enrolled at UC Santa Cruz this past year. That is up from 22 in 2017-
18, a 68 percent increase — and three times as many as in 2011-12. The CSU has yet 
to report its 2018-19 numbers, but 666 Hartnell graduates enrolled at its 23 campuses 
in 2017-18, up from 473 in 2011-12 representing a 41 percent increase. 
 

Convocation offers precious chance 
to celebrate our successes together 
We have made some changes to our traditional 
Convocation schedule so we can come together as a 
college on Aug. 9 to celebrate our successes, share 
updates on key initiatives and give a warm Hartnell 
welcome to our new employees. 
 
To allow all employees to attend the lunch and our 
afternoon program, the Main Campus will close to 
the public at 12:30 pm (11:30 a.m. for Alisal Campus 
and King City Education Center to allow travel time). 
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Math Academy, through Aug. 8, 
helps ‘mathletes’ start strong  
While many students are getting their last days of rest in before fall classes, more than 
100 “mathletes” are preparing for the semester in this fall’s six-day Math Academy, 
which began Aug. 1. Thanks to a strong team of volunteers, tutors, faculty and staff, the 
Math Academy is helping participants not only improve and advance their math skills, 

but also developing a growth 
mindset. 
 
Math Academy faculty 
coordinator John Perez, now 
working in his 18th Math 
Academy, said it creates a 
contagious environment of 
learning that spreads 
throughout campus.  
 
The evidence of that is the 
enthusiasm of returning 
mathletes like Leonardo 
Jimenez, who participated in 
two previous academies and is 
now a math major. 

 
“Math Academy has helped me tremendously conquer my fears and misconceptions of 
how I think of math,” Jimenez said. “I started Hartnell with the lowest math class 

https://www2.calstate.edu/apply/Pages/application-dates-deadlines.aspx


 
 
  

page 6



 
 
  

page 7 
 

  

Internship participants to share 
microcomputing insights at Maxar 
A group of Hartnell students are finalizing microcomputer projects they will present this 
month at Maxar Technologies in Palo Alto, which is partnering with NASA on the 
Artemis program to return humans to the moon by 2024. 
 
The nine students are participating in a paid summer internship to develop their coding 
and electronics skills while helping to develop future engineering and computing talent 
for high-technology industries. They will present three projects at Maxar on Aug. 14 
along with students from Butte College in Oroville.  
 
The students also will receive a tour of Maxar 
operations that are so secret they will be 
forbidden to bring their cell phones. The 
company’s role in the Artemis program 
involves the Lunar Gateway, a way 
station orbiting the moon that crews 
could visit before descending to the 
moon’s surface. 
 
With training and guidance from Dr. Pimol 
Moth, a physics and astronomy instructor at 
H am 
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Ghous speaks to Young Legislators 
convened by Sen. Anna Caballero 
Mostafa Ghous, dean of South 
County Education Services, gave 
a presentation on Hartnell and 
all it offers to a group of Salinas 
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pathways funding awards from various sources, allowing the college to respond to the 
urgent need for K-12 teachers regionally and countrywide. 
 

Earlier in the summer, on July 10, a group of Teacher Pathway students in Hartnell 
instructor’s Sam Pacheco's History 5A course visited the Legion of Honor and De 

Young Museum in San Francisco. 
 
The students were able to 
appreciate, observe, and learn 
about important artwork and 
artifacts related to the course 
content. Students who participate 
in the Teacher Pathway Program 
or MAESTROs get to participate 
in field trips, workshops, and 
events to create a deeper learning 
experience. 
 
Students interested in becoming a 
teacher, are invited to contact the 
program at teach@hartnell.edu for 
more information. 

 

Walker and Dr. Singh attend 
college readiness training 
Dr. Jay Singh, director of academic affairs for 
student academic support, and Laurencia 
Walker, director of student affairs for college 
readiness, attended an Association of 
California Community College Administrators 
(ACCCA) Administration 101 training on July 
21-25 in Irvine. 

 
The five-day seminar focused on specific “nuts 
and bolts” and management basics for the 
California Community College system. Topics 
included the new student-centered funding 
formula, strategic enrollment management 

mailto:teach@hartnell.edu
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Athletics Hall of Fame preps 
for seventh annual ceremony 
Hartnell College Athletics has completed selection of the 2019 Hall of Fame honorees, 
who will be inducted at a sixth annual luncheon on Nov. 2. 

 
As in years past, the college will be 
honored to welcome back and recognize 
individuals and teams who have left their 
mark on Hartnell Athletics during its 
extraordinary history of success. 
 
Over the past 82 years, Hartnell has been 
represented by more than 8,500 student-
athletes, achieving success in competition 
and in the classroom. 
  
The 2019 Athletics Hall of Fame inductees 
are: 
  
Student-Athletes 
Chuck Dillard, football (1952-53) * 
Kathy Kuchta, track and field and 
volleyball (1977-78) 
Gary Plumlee, football (1961) 
Vanessa Yebra, track and field (1999-
00) 
Rosa Montejano, women’s basketball 
(1994-95) 

Claire Shackelford, swimming (1976-77) 
Sam Albanese, track and field (1970-72) 
* 
Mike Breschini, baseball and football 
(1973) 
Tom Campbell, swimming and water 
polo (1975-76) 
Benny Guerra, wrestling 
  

Volunteers/Supporters 
Gene Mazza * 

https://give.hartnell.edu/ceremony
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Hartnell team gathers timely info 
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Corchado receives send-off to  
his new veterans role at Madera 
On July 25, the Student Affairs Counseling 
Division hosted a farewell for counselor 
Francisco Corchado, who has left after five 
years of service at Hartnell to become a 
general counselor for veteran students at 
Madera College. 
 
Colleagues and friends shared many 
memories and some tears of joy, said 
Isaura Arreguin of the College Pathways 
team. Corchado “touched numerous 
students’ lives by being passionate about 
the work he performed every day,” she 
said. Added Carla Johnson, dean of 
student affairs for student success, 
“Francisco will be deeply missed and will 
always have a home at Hartnell.”   
 

In the News 
 
Dr. Hsieh to succeed Dr. Lewallen: 
https://krkccountry.blogspot.com/2019/07/patricia-hsieh-to-succeed-dr-lewallen.html 
 
Hartnell College selects new president amid controversy: 
https://www.kion546.com/news/hartnell-college-selects-new-president-amid-
controversy/1102056404 
 
Patricia Hsieh prevails in bid to become next Hartnell College president: 
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/blogs/news_blog/patricia-hsieh-prevails-in-bid-
to-become-next-hartnell-college/article_53c41f0e-b4b6-11e9-a9ed-fbfab06bd013.html 

Hartnell College board under pressure to recruit Latino president: 
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/blogs/news_blog/hartnell-college-board-under-
pressure-to-recruit-latino-president/article_81e57812-ae51-11e9-a19b-
cb31e7afe4bb.html 

Editorial: Not Minority Enough? https://www.ksbw.com/article/editorial-not-
minority-enough/28521478 

https://krkccountry.blogspot.com/2019/07/patricia-hsieh-to-succeed-dr-lewallen.html
https://www.kion546.com/news/hartnell-college-selects-new-president-amid-controversy/1102056404
https://www.kion546.com/news/hartnell-college-selects-new-president-amid-controversy/1102056404
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/blogs/news_blog/patricia-hsieh-prevails-in-bid-to-become-next-hartnell-college/article_53c41f0e-b4b6-11e9-a9ed-fbfab06bd013.html
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/blogs/news_blog/patricia-hsieh-prevails-in-bid-to-become-next-hartnell-college/article_53c41f0e-b4b6-11e9-a9ed-fbfab06bd013.html
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/blogs/news_blog/hartnell-college-board-under-pressure-to-recruit-latino-president/article_81e57812-ae51-11e9-a19b-cb31e7afe4bb.html
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/blogs/news_blog/hartnell-college-board-under-pressure-to-recruit-latino-president/article_81e57812-ae51-11e9-a19b-cb31e7afe4bb.html
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/blogs/news_blog/hartnell-college-board-under-pressure-to-recruit-latino-president/article_81e57812-ae51-11e9-a19b-cb31e7afe4bb.html
https://www.ksbw.com/article/editorial-not-minority-enough/28521478
https://www.ksbw.com/article/editorial-not-minority-enough/28521478
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Letter to the Editor: Salinas LULAC asks Hartnell trustees to reconsider 
president pick: https://www.thecalifornian.com/get-
access/?return=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thecalifornian.com%2Fstory%2Fopinion%2F20
19%2F07%2F24%2Fletter-editor-salinas-lulac-asks-hartnell-trustees-reconsider-
president-pick%2F1801151001%2F 

Squidfry grades the process for hiring a new superintendent: 
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/opinion/squidfry/squid-grades-the-process-for-
hiring-a-new-superintendent-at/article_8b226886-aca3-11e9-84c7-f7e2320eb64b.html 

Good Week/Bad Week (Hartnell accreditation): 
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/news/the_buzz/the-buzz/article_0a974036-
9de1-11e9-9330-67931d17db37.html 
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Library (9:25 a.m.-12:30 p.m.) 
Mainstage Theater (Building K) (1:30-

/academics-affairs/academics/stem/planetarium/
/academics-affairs/academics/stem/planetarium/
/academics-affairs/academics/stem/planetarium/
/academics-affairs/academics/stem/planetarium/


 
 
  

page 17 
 

  

 
Farewell Celebration & Barbecue for Dr. Willard Lewallen 
11:30 a.m. – all invited 
Wednesday, Aug. 21 
Main Quad lawn 
 
“Of Mice and Men, a musical drama” 
7:30 p.m. Friday and Saturday; 2 p.m. Sunday 
Aug. 24-25, 30-31; Sept. 1, 7-8, 13-14 
Mainstage Theater (Building K) 
 

https://westernstage.com/tickets/

